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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God 





Progress 


While statesmen argue, young 
people from many countries meet, 
live together and get acquainted in 
the youth hostels across Western 
Europe. Accommodations are avail- 
able for an average of 25 cents per 
© night with facilities provided for 
» cooking. Most of the _ hostelers 
travel by bicycle, some hitch hike or 
go by bus or 3rd class trains. Thus 
© they travel at minimum cost which 
+ keeps them close to the people and 
the problems of the different coun- 
tries they visit —- rather than the 
isolation of de luxe travel. 

Realistic foundations for interna- 
tional understanding are being built 
by the youth hostel movement. 





Russia and Hydrogen 


Popular commentators would 
have us believe that the creation of 
a hydrogen bomb by Russia was 
due almost entirely to the theft of 
atomic secrets from the laborator- 
ies of this country and England by 
such traitorous spies as Fuchs and 
the Rosenbergs. However, Ameri- 
can atomic scientists have pointed 
out that the one man who knows 
as much or more about hydrogen 
as any one in the Western world 
is Peter Kapitza, a Russian scien- 
tist who has long been the leader 
of atomic research in Russia. As 
early as 1945 Kapitza announced 
the results of experiments with hy- 
drogen which revealed that the 
Russians were far along in the de- 
velopment of a hydrogen weapon. 
Kapitza was greatly aided by the 
information provided him by the 
spies, just as American scientists re- 
mark that they’d be greatly helped 
if somebody would steal for them 
| what Kapitza knows! But the facts 
| about Kapitza and his Russian col- 
leagues explain why Russian atomic 
progress has startled world 
which had thought itself snugly 
safe in the American atomic 
monopoly. 


the 


N EDUCATOR WRITES: “My family and I gained great respect 
for Between The Lines on our recent foreign travels. We were 
aware of its value in terms of our domestic issues at home, but when we 
encountered other peoples with attitudes so different from our ‘popular’ 
concepts in America, we were repeatedly made mindful of how Between 
The Lines has prepared us not only to understand the sentiments, fears 
and hopes of other national groups but to see why they felt as they did. 
What rich channels of experience this opened for us!” 

TO STRENGTHEN AND EXTEND OUR SERVICE, the editor 
of Between The Lines has just concluded an extensive visitation of many 
of our foreign sources of information. Most news reports originate in of- 
ficial releases from political and military centers, interviews with polliti- 
cal, military and industrial officials, accompanied by the usual exchange 
of spot coverage and news story material by correspondents in the world 
capitals. American officials, congressmen, etc., quoted widely after travel- 
ing abroad, usually follow the same routine. 


Information from the above sources is “top level” but is often 
loaded with what political, military and industrial leaders wish to pro- 
mote in terms of their own interests. Therefore, its value and authenticity, 
in relation to what the people really think and what is most likely to de- 
velop, is greatly diminished. 

While we maintain contacts with many persons of rank, we have 
found that the most valuable, accurate and prophetic reports usually 
come from two sources, first, persons of experience and responsibility 
who are not leading politicians, professional soldiers or members of the 
industrial aristocracy, but who are strategically placed to know what is 
happening to people and what the people are thinking and feeling, and, 
second, from individuals of deep spiritual awareness. They are likely to 
be educators, clergymen, relief officials in refugee centers — especially 
those along the Iron Curtain; men in uniform who are not professional 
soldiers and thus view war and military matters from the larger aspects; 
regular news correspondents who are glad to release material they know 
would otherwise be suppressed at home or abroad; and labor and agri- 
cultural leaders who are especially close to the worker-producers, the 
backbone of every country. As we have implied, most of these people 
with whom we maintain contact observe events and trends with a spiri- 
tual awareness. It is the absence of this spiritual insight which explains 
much inadequacy in the American press and American leadership today. 

The one pronounced impression gained from these many con- 
tacts and conversations during past weeks was the conviction that little 
help can come to mankind from politicians, the military, financiers, in- 
dustrialists or diplomats. These have all tried but have failed. In our in- 
creasingly crowded complex society, human wisdom and instrumentality 
is not enough. As one labor leader, a devout layman at the hub of Eu- 
rope’s turbulent social scene, commented, “Man can’t win the battle 
against himself — too much selfishness, fear and prejudice — something 
must happen in our hearts first.” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


NLIMITED POWER OF GOODWILL: Many months ago we pub- 
lished a report suggested by experienced diplomats, revealing what 
tremendous results could be attained by launching “goodwill assaults” 


on the peoples and frontiers in critical East-West areas. 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Trade and Peace 


The hour of critical decision ap- 
proaches in America’s trade rela- 
tions with the rest of the world — 
a relationship inseparable from po- 
litical affairs and war and peace. 
American industrial and_ trade 
forces — including some labor un- 
ions — demand that the tariff walls 
be kept high and that “our stand- 
ard of living protected from for- 
eign competition”; this group has 
organized on a national scale to 
spread such views through news- 
paper, magazine and radio public- 
ity. The more conservative busi- 
ness groups by and large support 
this view, although the National 
Association of Manufacturers, 
Chambers of Commerce, etc., are 
divided, for many of America’s 
more progressive businessmen, espe- 
cially those in businesses that seek 
world trade, are for low tariffs and 
freer trade. The latter forces have 
also organized a Committee for a 
National Trade Policy which will 
establish a research center in Wash- 
ington and will endeavor to swing 
public support to free trade. Such 
leading progressive businessmen as 
J. S. Coleman, head of the Bur- 
roughs Adding Machine Co., 
Charles P. Taft, brother of the late 
Sen. Taft, and other financial and 
industrial figures are prominent in 
the movement. 

There is much more at stake 
than whether American wool, 
lumber and cotton interests (chief 
among the high tariff groups) suc- 
ceed in protecting American pro- 
ducers, or whether manufacturers 
of electrical goods, machine tools 
and plastic fabrics, all in demand 
in foreign markets, succeed in lib- 
eralizing trade for their own pros- 
perity irrespective of the fortunes 
of their compatriots. 

The social philosophy of modern 
economic man is much involved in 
such decisions now facing the 


American people. In simplest terms 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Trade and Peace 

(continued) 
the question is “Can my house be 
prosperous, the bread of my fam- 
ily secure, if the house of my broth- 
er down the road suffers hunger 
and need?” The protectionists hold 
that a man’s prosperity depends 
chiefly upon what.a man does for 
himself and that prosperity will 
spread naturally without all the 
“foolish altruism” implied in’ the 
question “Am I my _ brother’s 
keeper?” 

But history testifies that nation- 
alism and high tariff protectionism 
go hand in hand and lead to war. 
Historians stress that World Wars 
I and II were both to a great ex- 
tent caused by the trade blocs 
formed by the British and French 
empires to suppress German com- 
mercial expansion. The suppression 
of any vigorous natural force has 
always ended in explosion. The fact 
that German goods was often bet- 
ter made and sold cheaper was ig- 
nored by the British-French bloc 
who took extreme measures to pro- 
tect their own goods and profits, 
regardless of Germany’s stronger 
competitive position. 

The low tariff philosophy is that, 
to have peace and abundance, all 
peoples must have the right to par- 
ticipate in the open free market, 
where the best product at the fair- 
est price will win. This doctrine 
urges that while the American wool 
and lumber interests might get less 
for their products over an_ initial 
period in a freer world market, 
much more American goods would 
be sold abroad and more foreign 
imports sold here, so that in a 
comparatively short time the in- 
creased purchasing power of the 
world at large would open vastly 
larger markets for American wool 
and timber. Prices might be lower 
but profits would be much larger 
because of increased volume. 

In coming out strongly for low- 
er tariffs, the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration at another point is break- 
ing with hidebound reactionary Re- 
publicanism. One of the points the 
Administration makes, which is in 
line with enlightened Republican- 
ism, is that if we continued to pro- 
tect American manufacturers and 
producers from foreign competi- 
tion (in itself a denial of the doc- 
trines of the competitive system and 
free enterprise, hailed so loudly by 
all business interests), we will force 
the Government to continue and 
increase Government _ subsidies, 
Government regulations and _ re- 
strictions of production which must 
accompany subsidies and which are 
the antithesis of the open free com- 
petitive capitalistic system. 

One of the biggest fights loom- 
ing in the coming Congress will be 
over this issue— when Eisenhow- 


er’s 17-man Commission presents 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


It was proposed that some comparatively small portion of the vast 
sums being expended on armaments be used to send shiploads of food, 
medicines, agricultural equipment and technicians to strategic points on 
the crisis frontiers, accompanied by an overwhelming propaganda cam- 
paign that “This is America’s answer to communism — abundance for 
all who will work with us in freedom and goodwill.” It was pointed out 
that if such fleets of American goodwill vessels closed in on Chinese and 
Russian ports, with caravans of trucks moving across land frontiers of 
other countries— the impoverished peoples behind the Iron Curtain 
would be stirred to a response greater than their tyrants could handle. 


The first and only real large-scale effort of this kind was President 
Eisenhower’s Free Food Program for East Germany, which literaliy 
shook the Communist world a few weeks ago. The American public will 
never fully comprehend the powerful impact and success of this move. 
While getting little credit, it was one of the major factors in the recent 
election victory of the U. S.-sponsored Adenauer Government. As a GI 
put it in Berlin, “Those biscuits sure go further than bullets.” American 
prestige spiraled miraculously at the time we needed it most, just before 
the West German elections. 

Here, briefly, is what happened: The build-up began some months 
ago when the East German churches took a brave stand against the 
Communist tyranny— on broad humanitarian grounds. The churches 
had fought an order to surrender to the state their charitable work (so 
important in the widespread post-war impoverishment) and had also re- 
fused to abandon their effective program with German youth. Many lay 
and clerical leaders were arrested as late as March and April of this year. 
(See BTL, Apr. 15). But by early this June the German Commu- 
nist Government was forced to yield much ground to the mounting re- 
sistance of the churches. Then the throngs of East German industrial 
workers, angry and resentful over the Communist state labor dictates 
and inspired by this defeat of the Reds by the church, spontaneously 
arose in violent rebellion, sweeping the entire industrial areas with the 
riots and strikes that were widely reported during the early summer. 

It was the defeat of the Red Government by the churches that 
awakened the workers to the fact that they were not entirely helpless nor 
was the Red tyranny impregnable. The churches had kept aloft the ban- 
ner of human rights and human values. When the American Free Food 
program began, the Red officials would ordinarily have done more to 
block the food distribution, but by and large they did not dare. From 
German pulpits everywhere thundered the words of encouragement to 
the German people to reassert their liberties and their rights. 

ALL OVER THE COMMUNIST WORLD there are still mil- 
lions of Christians who have never given up the battle against tyranny. 
These stand ready, as they did in Germany, to use their unconquerable 
power to stir up responses within their environment to any approach 
from our side that can open the way for truth to become again an effec- 
tive force. Having seen what a comparatively small amount expended on 
food can do in Germany, will we continue the blind doctrine that only 
guns can meet the threat of communism — guns so costly that our se- 
curity is being drained away from within? 

Between The Lines makes no criticism of a tempered, sane de- 
fense system, but we are concerned when military extremism, surplant- 
ing the normal functions of statecraft and diplomacy, in itself parallels 
the threat of communism to modern man. 


ESTERN CIVILIZATION cannot remain healthy, nor even sur- 

vive, unless Christian truth has a larger place in our thoughts and 
decisions. This is not a homiletical axiom. It is the most practical, cru- 
cial, realistic fact of our day. Our splendid democratic inheritance, our 
great economic gifts, our natural geographic security must not be lost to 
the world by our spiritual failures. 

DIP BRIEFLY INTO RECENT HISTORY and see how our 
blindness to Christian truth has repeatedly brought us costly losses. Dur- 
ing World War II, the popular concept, fostered by military propaganda, 
was that all Germans were Nazis, all Japanese “yellow degenerates,” and 
recognized the only solution to be total destruction, total disarmament 
and international ostracism. “Unconditional surrender” became the theme. 

BUT TODAY there is hardly a historian who does not label “un- 
conditional surrender,” with its resulting total destruction of the German 
and Japanese economies, as a terrible error that prolonged the war, un- 
necessarily costing thousands of American lives, billions of dollars, and 
loading us with the heavy burden of rebuilding both Germany and Japan 
to keep both peoples from being engulfed by communism out of the 
hunger and total destruction we had created! We have discovered also 
how juvenile the concept was that we can ostracize two of the most vir- 


ile nations in the world. How are you going to keep folks from meeting 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Trade and Peace 
(continued) 

its report for legislative action, T,? 
Christian citizen should make }j 
congressman aware of his views j 
he is to share in a great democraj, 
decision. It is very hard to dody 
the implications of the Christiq 
gospel in this matter, for in ip 
stances without number the emph,! 
sis of Christian teaching falls up| 
the doctrine that “We are oy 
brother’s keeper” and that ther 
can be no peace or economic 
curity within one’s own house with| 


¢ 


fare of the neighbor. 


CLOSELY ASSOCIATED vit) 


this question and next in line for ay 
epochal decision is the subject of” 
freer trade with the Communis|” 
areas and_ those 


munist bloc. Involved are Britain, 
France, 


They participate in the embargi 


of strategic military goods to th) 
hence their recen) 


Communists, 
moves toward increasing trade with) 
the East is not technically an abro¥ 


gation of their free-world security® 
claimed by som| 
narrow-spirited political spokesmen} 

These nations depend far mor} 
than the U. S. on their expor) 
as om} 
the spectack 
of strong protectionist forces inf 
denouncing | 
these peoples for their trade with} 


compacts, as 


trade for survival 
editor commented, 


and, 


the 83rd Congress 


their neighbors and the reluctanc 


of that Congress to meet the Pres f 


ident’s request to liberalize Amer 


can trade laws so these peopls} 


could trade with us has led other 
countries to take out insuranc 


against the risk that within a yea 
American markets will be close} 


more tightly than ever. “And this 
insurance happens to take the fom 
of trade contracts with Russia ani 
its satellites.” 

If America refuses to face this 
issue, we may be sure that Britain 
will openly and defiantly push her 
trade with China, Russia and al 
other peoples of the Communi! 
world, as will Italy, France, Hol 
land and all our allies. What wil 
then become of America’s defer 
sive alliance into which we have 
poured so many billions? 





Clergy & Communism 
Much misrepresentation is pre 
sent in the headlines  concefi- 
ing Communism among Protestatt 
clergy. During the days of the d 
pression disillusionment and_ the 
war years that followed, when th 
Russians and the Communists wert 
our fighting allies, many in 
walks of life were drawn _ into 


Communist association in varyilg 


degrees. Where such relationships 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Clergy & Communism 


(continued) 


mote unlawful and subversive ac- 
tion against our Government, the 
guilty parties should be rooted out, 
removed from places of influence 
and punished if the law so requires 
—whether they are Republicans, 
Democrats, labor leaders, bankers, 
housewives, priests or Protestant 
preachers. 

But in reality that isn’t what 
is involved in the headlines on 
communism atmong the Protes- 
tant clergy. The experience of 
Bishop Oxnam gives us a case 
study of how without proof, 
substantiation, or even the fair un- 


|) prejudiced hearings for defense 


guaranteed by our Constitution, 
the names of respected citizens 
are linked to subversive movements. 
There have been two reasons for 
this: (1) Some politicians on these 
committees seek headline publicity 
irrespective of justice or fairness; 
and (2) both reactionary congress- 
men and the conservative elements 
in the press are eager to damage 
the influence and reputations of 
political and economic liberals. 


Among the prominent American 
citizens who have suffered most by 
such vilification is Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam of the Methodist 
Church, a Republican, a man of 
wealth and a distinguished edu- 
cational leader. However, he has 
had the courage to challenge occa- 
sionally the unfair and unfounded 
charges against other Protestants, 
has challenged the Vatican regard- 
ing the merciless persecution of 
Protestants in Latin America in the 
light of the Pope’s reference to 
“democracy and freedom” and 
thus has brought upon himself the 
wrath of Catholic writers who act 
as hatchet men for the American 
hierarchy, such as John T. Flynn, 
Westbrook Pegler, etc., and who 
have been the loudest voices in 
echoing Communist smears. The 
Bishop has also been an honest lib- 
eral, a frequent supporter of the 
side of labor in times of strained 
industrial relations and so has even 
angered some wealthy Methodists! 


Often permitting his name to be 
used by honest and patriotic liberal 
groups, Bishop Oxnam has been 
victimized at times by left-wing 
movements that later were infiltrat- 
ed by Communists or revealed to 
be Communist fronts. When this 
has been the case, he has taken ev- 
ery possible means to disassociate 
his name from any such group. Re- 
peatedly charges have been pub- 
lished that the Bishop’s name had 
been associated with such organiza- 
tions (chiefly during the war years 
when Russia was our ally) by per- 
sons or publications who never 
show the decency or honesty to 


state that the Bishop withdrew his 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


60 or 80 million people? Instead of ostracizing them, we married ’°em — 
thousands of American GI’s bringing back handsome German brides. 


All suggestions during the war that we should temper our hatreds 
with understanding, our destruction with mercy, were brushed aside as 
soft and impractical. All pleas that we protect the people while we dis- 
posed of the tyrants, and be quick to recognize the desire of the people 
to surrender, were similarly ignored as “unrealistic.” 

MORE RECENTLY (through 1947 to ’52) we have rushed the 
rearmament program and lost billions in the waste which military hysteria 
always creates (thousands of new planes, tanks, ships, obsolete before 
they are finished, etc.), with the warning ringing in our ears that “Rus- 
sia is about to strike.” But it is freely conceded now among military 
strategists that if the Russians had intended to take Europe by military 
invasion, they would have done so during the period when Europe was 
helpless and disorganized (1947-50). 


HE PRESENT BLIND SPOTS: Our military leaders, and their po- 
litical associates, have been campaigning at home and abroad to es- 
tablish a strong, rearmed West Germany as part of our defense system, 
all of which must of necessity stand on a divided Germany. Yet, as any 
high school student knows, national unity is the desire of all peoples and 
our efforts to set up a defense system based on a divided Germany sim- 
ply hands the Reds a ready-made potent counter strategy which they 
have hardly begun to use, and which will some day rise mightily to plague 
us. Moreover, after spending billions to destroy the German and Japan- 
ese military “forever,” we are now rearming both — with the rather rash 
assumption that, once rearmed, they will use their strength 9s we dictate! 
In this connection, the victory of the U. S.-sponsored Adenauer 
Government is being grossly overrated, although it has naturally brought 
great satisfaction to our policy makers. It is true that, since Adenauer 
supports a U. S.-sponsored West European Federated army, his election 
victory is an important step towards the furthering of a West European 
Federation. But the whole emphasis of our military-dominated policy is 
to push a military federation — ignoring political and economic federa- 
tion —a military federation built around American arms and German 
manpower. There are two things wrong with that — (1) the French may 
be pressured into surface cooperation but they will never really accept 
it — Italy likewise — both having suffered much through two wars from 
German militarism. Our own military chiefs acknowledge this by mak- 
ing no secret of their low estimate of the French and Italian military 
contributions. With towns and villages all over Europe destroyed by Ger- 


man militarism so recently, what will Europe’s reaction be to a U. S.- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Clergy & Communism 
(continued) 
name as soon as it was discovered 


that such organizations were in any 
way communistic. 

In July, Bishop Oxnam demand- 
ed a hearing before the House Un- 
American Activities Committee to 
answer the series of charges that 
have been loosely and dishonestly 
made by committee members. Dur- 
ing 8 hours of hearings, many of 
the above facts were brought out 
and the Committee after hearing 
the Bishop’s defense voted unani- 
mously that he had never been af- 
filiated with the Communst party, 
and most of the committee mem- 
bers affirmed their belief that he 
had not even unwittingly aided the 
Communist cause. 

But, unfortunately, most papers 
that played up charges against 
Bishop Oxnam have ignored the 
committee’s report. (For fair re- 
sumes, see N. Y. Herald-Tribune, 
July 13; Washington Post, July 12 
and 13). 


French Taxes & Strikes 

The American people were to a 
considerable extent given a false 
picture of the French strike situa- 
tion, due to the usual tendency 
among top publishers to put all the 
blame for economic disturbances 
on labor’s shortcomings and to 
softpedal the failures of wealth 
and business management. 


The French strike cannot be dis- 
missed because the issues are by no 
means settled, hence a fresh out- 
burst can at any time again par- 
alyze much of Central Europe. And 
also the labor situation in Italy 
could easily be meshed with the 
same crisis by such an economic 
collapse in France. If that ever 
happens, a revolution would sweep 
Central and Western Europe with 
results not far removed from com- 
munistic economic doctrine — 
without a move by the Russian 
armies and in spite of all America 
might try to do to prevent it. 

The picture given the American 
public was mainly one of the iras- 
cible French workers, wanting 
earlier retirement and larger pen- 
sions and other privileges signify- 
ing indolence and indifference to 
France’s welfare. In all countries 
there are the indolent poor just as 
there are the indolent rich. But in 
France the worker must pay his 
taxes, for his income is a matter 
of record and his avenues of es- 
cape from taxes are nil. In France 
the average worker with a family 
of four who earns $1,000 a year 
pays a 15 per cent income tax, 
whereas in the U. S. he would pay 
nothing. On the other hand, the 
rich in France pay little taxes, for 
their avenues for tax dodging are 
multiple; the doctors, lawyers, pro- 


fessional people pay little tax (most 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








French Taxes & Strikes 
(continued) 
estimates run from 5 to 10 per 
cent); and because of the political 
influence of the farmer whose tax 
assessment rate hasn’t been chang- 
ed since 1908, two million French 
farm families (a third of the popu- 
lation) pay nothing. The workers 
must therefore carry the heaviest 
tax load, with living costs up enor- 
mously, wages traditionally low, 
while the industrialists, well-to-do 
farmers and the rich live in various 
graduations of luxury around them. 
The conservative London Times 
(Aug. 16) stated that unless the 
French Government realized that 
it could not improve its present 
situation “without steps to tighten 
the loop holes for tax evasion by 
the rich” great difficulties and no 
little danger lie ahead. 





Poverty and Politics 

ITALY: Why has the extreme 
Left-wing strength increased in 
Italy by almost a million and a half 
votes between 1948 and 1950? 
Why has most of this increase 
come in the south of Italy? The 
answers to these questions may be 
found in the report on the poverty 
of Italy, compiled after an inves- 
tigation by a committee of the 
Chamber of Deputies with a Right- 
wing Socialist Deputy as chairman. 
Here are high lights of the report: 
over 22 per cent of the population 
live in conditions of poverty rang- 
ing from “the lowest level of life” 
to conditions described as only 
slightly less acute; about 25 per 
cent are in modest circumstances; 
only 11 per cent were found to be 
well off. About a fourth of the pop- 
ulation is inadequately housed (in 
homes that range from caves, cel- 
lars, barracks and warehouses to 
habitations with three persons to a 
room). Over 7 per cent of the pop- 
ulation have never had meat, sugar 
or wine; another 9 per cent con- 
sume significant quantities of these. 
To summarize: nearly one fourth 
of the Italian people do not have 
enough to eat or a place to live fit 
for human habitation. 

A large percentage of the pov- 
erty is concentrated in southern 
Italy—with 80 per cent of the pov- 
erty groups living in the mountain- 
ous areas and in the islands. A par- 
tial study has revealed that the 
average family of 9 in southern 
Italy has a monthly income of 
about $16 per month, as compar- 
ed with a $50 monthly average for 
a similar family in the north. Ju- 
venile delinquency closely parallels 
the economic picture—in_ the 
province of Rome, 67 per cent of 
the juvenile delinquents came 
from familes classed as “poor” or 
“very poor”. Infant mortality 
among agricultural workers in a 


province of Sicily was 106 per 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


sponsored West European army that is, as far as the European is con- 
cerned, dominantly German? Will that create unity? (2) Economic and 
political unity must precede or at least accompany military federation, or 
the economic and political rivalries will continually undermine the au- 
thority of the military alliance. Our policies, overweighted with militar- 
ism, have almost totally ignored the earnest moves towards economic un- 
ity (such as the Schuman steel, iron and coal industrial federation) and 
the feeble moves towards European political federation. 


OREAN BLINDNESS: But most important of all, with the Korean 

peace conference now at hand, we continue to evade the funda- 
mental factors concerning Korea. The Korean War was not Russia’s first 
move to start World War III as was so widely proclaimed here by our 
military and political propagandists. As we have so often noted, the Com- 
munist plans for conquest do not, nor have they ever, proposed the use 
of Russian armed might as the instrument of expansion. The Communist 
plan is to promote communism by revolution from within — by promot- 
ing clashes (1) between the “impoverished proletarian masses” and the 
“capitalistic blocs of wealth” in all countries and (2) between the “ex- 
ploited races of color” and the “white imperialists.” Civil violence and 
civil war are taught and advocated by the Reds, but that is vastly differ- 
ent from Russian armed invasion. 


THE KOREAN WAR was a part of the second plan — and as 
such it was quite successful. The current idea that the Korean War 
“taught the Reds a lesson” (that aggression doesn’t pay) is not sound. 
The Korean War paid off handsomely in terms of the long-range Red 
plans. It fulfilled the 80-year-old Marxist prophesy that the white capi- 
talist West would not give up its domination of the resources of Asia’s 
world of color without “perpetrating bloody imperialistic wars” against 
the peoples of color. The Reds are now pouring out this propaganda 
everywhere — charging that the U. S.-UN white armies were the true 
aggressors because they killed thousands of Koreans on their home 
grounds, and thousands of Chinese close to their own frontiers — and 
7,000 miles from America’s frontier. The Reds ask “Whose guns were in 
positions of defense — the yellow man’s in his shattered home or at his 
doorstep, or the white man’s guns 7,000 miles from his home?” To us of 
the West this is all nonsense, but to much of the rest of the world, it 
sounds far more logical than we want to admit. 


We are demanding also the right to dominate the waters of Asia, 
even the coastal waters, by maintaining our military might in full strik- 
ing force in Japan, Okinawa, Formosa, etc. To the mind of Asia, Com- 
munist and non-Communist, this is intolerable —as unthinkable as it 
would be for us to accept Russian or Chinese domination of the Car- 
ibbean, or the waters off Bermuda or Nova Scotia. For military domina- 
tion throughout history has meant trade domination. 

OUR OWN WORDS make the Red claim even more logical. The 
Communists may now even quote the President of the United States, who 
has joined the other American politicians who have been serving the 
Reds quite effectively in providing them excellent propaganda material. 
President Eisenhower recently said that America must help France hold 
Indochina because we must not let the great resources of Southwest Asia 
slip out of our hands — the oil, tin, tungsten, etc., must continue to be 
ours. How do you suppose this sounds to the people of Asia — our 
friends and foes alike — who feel the resources of Asia should be related 
to their own economy and not drained off to support the American high 
standard of living? And you may be sure they are all hearing of it. 


GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY along this line presents itself in our 

relations with Iran. We are coming to the rescue of the Shah’s Gov- 
ernment after the Mossadegh fiasco — with millions of dollars in loans. 
Neither Mossadegh nor the Shah has shown any disposition to go back 
to the old ball and chain of the former British oil contracts. The Iranians, 
like all other peoples, want to own and control their own resources. Will 
Eisenhower use this opportunity to influence the Shah’s Government and 
the Western oil monopolies towards introducing a new system of coop- 
eration whereby the possession of the rich resources are returned to their 
rightful owners while the Western oil monopolies serve in development 
and production of oil under new and more just terms? Such a revision of 
the West’s economic colonialism, if backed by the great weight of Amer- 
ica’s influence, could do more to curb and defeat communism in the Far 
and Near East than all the military might we could possibly mass. 


These are the issues that seethe behind the scenes in our peace 
negotiations related to Asia — facts the Asians are keenly conscious of 
and which motivate most of their actions and decisions. Our tendency to 
ignore or sidestep these basic factors greatly diminishes our effectiveness 
in the negotiations and the prospects of peace. 


Poverty and Politics 


(continued) 
thousand compared to 13 
thousand in well-to-do families, 
literacy also follows the povye 
line with about 30 per cent of 
inhabitants of the southern 
and the islands being illiterate, 
overall illiteracy in Italy runs froq 
10 to 20 per cent. 

MEXICO: Despite the desperat 
efforts which recent Mexican Gg. 
ernments have made to fight poy. 
erty and illiteracy (which go hay 
in hand), progress has been disap! 
pointingly slow as revealed in th 
first published breakdown of th 
1950 census. Of a total populatig, 
of 25,791,017 (still three-fifth 
rural), only half those over 6 yeay 
of age can read or write; a third of 
those between 6 and 25 have neve 
been to school. 


Bread and shoes are economic 
measures in Mexico — with ther 
distribution closely following th 
literacy graph. Just over half th 
population barely manages to et 
bread and wear shoes but buys lit 
tle else. About a sixth of the pop 
ulation never wear shoes. Less tha 
half of the country’s listed hab 
tations have any access to piped 
water, even on a communal basis 
Nearly half get water from wel 
or cisterns; about 6 per cent hav 
no regular water supply. 

All but a half million people ar 
listed as Catholic — yet out of 7 
million couples living together, 
nearly 2 million have not beny 
married by either civil or religiow 
ceremony. Only civil marriages 
are recognized by Mexican law, 
yet a million and a half couples 
have only gone through the re 
gious ceremony. 

Figures compiled by the Natior 
al Pediatric Society reveal that it 
fant mortality averages 10 per ceal 
across Mexico (very high for mot 
ern countries but a great advan 
over Mexico’s 35 per cent figure of 
1900). Half of the deaths in Mew 
co each year are children over 14 
while half the country’s children 
under 14 are undernourished, 
many to the point of serious phy 
sical and mental handicap. 

Unexpectedly, the worst cond: 
tions were found in the city slums 
(and not as believed in the jungles 
or waste lands). Behind the smaf 
and cosmopolitan boulevards it 
Mexico City, direct poverty exists 
on a level almost never seen by for 
eigners and rarely by well-to-do 
Mexicans. But it stands out boldly 
in the statistics — in one district of 
Mexico City, one out of every t 
children dies before the age of om 
year. The worst infant mo 
rate exists on the rich and highly 
developed central plateau becaut 
of promiscuity and bad water, #& 
cording to the pediatricians’ & 
ports. 











